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How do mothers manage to do it all? Jewellery designer, wif ife, mother and
Jashionista, Sue Ten, clues us in. By T K Ang. Photographed by Peler Lau.
Styled by Claire Warren

iven how deeply she's involved in her
role as both a mother of two and a
businesswoman, it's little wonder that
Sue Ten immediately asks for a flat white
when offered a drink. Although we meet
on alazy Saturday morning, Tenis already
on the ball. She comes in toting her
iPhone—"Don't worry, | can multi-task,”
she insists—in one hand and a bag filled with gift-wrapping
paper in the other. The interview officially begins only after her
caffeine fix has arrived, but a conversation on the savviness of
the Singaporean jewellery consumer is already in full swing,

The Singaporean-born, Australian-bred Ten is the CEO of
Firehorse, a bespoke jewellery design firm. While she has been
a connoisseur of jewellery her entire life, her venturg into the
commercial side of it began anly recently, “Friends would invite
me over for jewellery shows over tea," she recalls, "Although
the business wasn't very well-organised, everything just
snowballed from then on.”

The spontaneity isn't immedately obvious, but the
impeccably chic exterior belies a more temperamental spint.
After all, we are talking to a woman who eloped with her
American husband, an action very much in line with her Chiness
astrological sign, after which Firehorse is named.

She's come a long way since her wedding on a windswept
San Francisco beach, Although private shows remain the crux
of her business, Firehorse has had a business rélationship with
The Link for some years now, and her gemstones are also
available for purchase in Japan. A growing clientele consisting
of individuals she describes as “a passionate minarity who are
locking for jewellery which is not cheap, but can be wearable
and fun” has given her the confidence to diversify into a
collection of luxury bags, which is set to debut saon.

Whean the subject matter lurns to rubies and emeralds
though, it becomes avident that Ten's passicon lies in jewsllery.
She waxes lyrical when recalling a client who wanted diamond

rings that had been handed down by her deceased parents
customised so that she could have them on her all the time.
“| got goosebumps when she pul them (the final product} on,
because she looked like she had worn them faraver!”

Ten then tums plaintive when she remembers how when
she was living in Australia, her house was broken into “and
literally every piece of jewellery, exceplt those | had on my ears
and fingers, was laken away." While the stolen pieces were
jade bangles rather than 18-karat gold rings, they were hugely
meaningful items that had "a life lived in them,” having been
passed down from her grandmother.

She calls the experience of listing down the slolen items
for the ensuing police report the most “upsetting” of her life;
indeed, there is a hint of bitterness when she disdainfully
remarks that “they probably stole it to buy drugs or something.”
The burglary, however, has defined Ten by helping her realise
that valuable items “should be worn, nol locked away. You
don't want to look at them when you're 95 and realise that you
might not like them anymore.”

That might explain why Ten returned to Singapore, a place
she says is one where she "obviously” dosesn't have to worry
about getting mugged of the rings that adorn her hands.
Mot surprisingly for somecne trained as a lawyer, it was very
pragmatic reasons that drew her back 1o her birthplace,

“Singapore i a melting pot and you get random (businass)
offers everywhere. There's so much fluidity,” she says. And
indeed, it s her obsession with "luidity.” a word she repeats in
various synoryms throughoul our conversation, that underlies
her success story. She attributes her ability to maintain a work-life
balance, perhaps surprisingly, o the island-state’s flexibiity. “You
may end at 3am, but you can head off at noon to see the kids,”
she shrugs. That, and “the easy availability of domestic help.”

I's not hard to see why she's come to prize fluidity. “In
Australia, | grew up as the only Asian on my streel.” she says,
=And as a kid, you don't want to be the odd one out” But it
was because of the “painful® experience of being the only
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Ten relaxes -kr sitting
room that fri and interior
designer Janet MeGlennon
helped o design

Zara trying
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Waaring her favourite Jimmy
Choo's, vintage necklace and
Giorgio Armani jacket
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